



















































































































































































	 In order to investigate by a unique tool all these ToM, aspects, i.e. first vs. third person, first 
vs. second order, egocentric vs. allocentric,  we used the Theory of Mind Assessment Scale 
(Th.o.m.a.s.; Bosco, Colle, De Fazio, Bono, Ruberti, & Tirassa, 2009). It is a semi-structured 
interview based on open questions (see Appendix A). Th.o.m.a.s. has been proved to be useful to 
investigate healthy adolescents (Bosco, Gabbatore, & Tirassa, 2014) and in young adults with 
bulimia (Laghi et al., 2014)  and with various clinical and non clinical population as: schizophrenia, 
(Bosco et al., 2009), sex offenders (Castellino, Bosco, Marshall, Marshall, and Veglia, 2011), 
person with alcohol use disorder (Bosco, Capozzi, Colle, Marostica and Tirassa, 2013) and persons 
with congenital heart disease (Chiavarino, et al., 2015). In all the above mentioned studies 
Th.o.m.a.s. has demonstrated to be an useful clinical instrument, able to discriminate between 
clinical and healthy participants, it has offered the opportunity to directly compare and observe 
various patterns of performance to several aspects of ToM and it also showed a good inter-reability. 
Globally, these studies testify the opportunity to use Tho.m.a.s as a tool capable to assess and 













































































































Participants in the control group completed the questionnaires in a laboratory at the 
Department of XXX (for blinded review), and were interviewed within one week of the first 
session.  
This survey was reviewed and approved by the Ethics Committee of the Department of XXX 
(for blinded review). 
























3.2 ToM performance in NSSI subjects and Controls 
The ANOVA showed a significant group effect on all theory of mind dimensions and on the 
subscales, where the NSSI group achieved significantly lower scores than the controls, as reported 
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